
English I Gifted and Talented Syllabus 
 
I. Introduction 
The English I Gifted and Talented Studies Program has been designed to meet the needs of those 
learners designated as gifted and talented. In addition to focusing on all of the skills Texas 9th graders 
must acquire in language arts in the areas of grammar, revising and editing, reading, and writing, this 
course takes a humanities approach to the study of classical literature. This interdisciplinary course 
will provide students with the skills needed to appreciate the world’s greatest literary works, as well as 
the artwork and music created to illustrate the pieces studied. The literature and concepts of the 
English I Gifted and Talented learners will be exposed to will prepare them for their upper level AP 
English courses as well as for the STAAR/ EOC test and PSAT/ SAT tests.  
 
II. Course Overview 
During this class, students will master grammar components such as parts of speech, functions, 
verbals, and clauses by definition, identification, and usage through writing. Students will have to 
write various essays and learn to respond to short answer questions effectively using both short and 
long pieces of literature. The entire course is comprehensive: each unit mastered will reappear in other 
units throughout the year. In addition, students will enhance their reading skills through short 
stories, essays, poems, and articles designed to promote an interest and understanding of reading. 
Students in this class are all considered equal. Each student’s opinions and viewpoints are considered 
valuable. This concept that all students are equal will help facilitate an environment in which all 
students will both learn and teach each other. Finally, the course will focus particularly on the 
following classical literature: 

 
The Old Testament- King James Version  Iliad- E.V. Rieu edition 

 Edith Hamilton’s Mythology   The New Testament- King James Version 
 Romeo and Juliet- Shakespeare/ any version  
 
***Note 1: Aside from the King James Version of the Bible, these pieces of literature will be provided for students; 
however, students may wish to purchase those copies available in order to write and take notes in. Because 
students will use the Bible over and over again throughout their high school English classes, I strongly urge the 
students to purchase their own copy of the King James Version of the Bible. 
***Note 2: The Bible will be taught from a historical standpoint and for use in teaching literary allusions. 
Students must learn the stories of the Bible since most western literature is derived in some way from it as well as 
from other classical literature they will be studying this year. 
 
III. Mastery Teaching/ Learning 
The comprehensive nature of this class requires that students learn every component as each 
component will be a building block for the following units. Students must demonstrate mastery on 
three levels of learning (definition, identification, and usage) before advancing to the next concept. The 
most important area in which students will be required to acquire mastery level learning is in 
grammar.  
 
IV. Grading Policy 
The grading policy is as follows: 
 60% Tests, Projects, Essays 
 40% Quizzes, Homework, Other assignments 
 
***Note: Credit will be denied if student attendance is less than 90% 
 
V. Comprehensive Midterm and Final Exams 
All students (no exemptions) will take a comprehensive exam at the end of each 18 weeks (end of 
first semester and the end of second semester) covering all the grammar, literature, and revising and 
editing material covered to date. Therefore, students must keep all materials, handouts, worksheets, 
lecture notes, etc. in order to do well on these tests. 
 
 
 



VI. Make-up Work and Late Work 
 Make-up Work Policy: 

• All missed in-class assignments must be completed within the 3-week grading period or before 
the unit test (whichever occurs first). 

• All missed homework will be assigned a new due date dependent upon the number of days the 
student was absent from class. 

• This policy applies to all absences, including extra-curricular. 
• Teachers will enter a 0 in the gradebook until the assignment has been completed. 

 Late Work Policy for Pre-AP Classes: 
• 15-point deduction per day within 3 school days of the original due date of the assignment.  After 

3 days, the late assignment will no longer be accepted. 
• Teachers will enter a 0 in the gradebook until the assignment has been completed. 

 
***Note: When an English I GT student misses class for any reason, it is his or her responsibility to ask about 
all missed work and/or assignments. Simply saying that “I was absent when we did that” at the end of a 
grading period will NOT be an acceptable excuse. It is not the responsibility of the teacher to remind students of 
missing and/ or late assignments. Any missing or late assignments will be recorded in the grade book as a zero 
until made up by the student. 
 
VII. Request to Reassess (for up to 70%) 
All students in English I PAP/ GT will have an opportunity to reassess a cumulative assessment 
(excluding summer reading, benchmarks, projects, midterms and finals) for up to 70%. To be eligible 
to reassess, students must complete a Request to Reassess form. Students must apply for the 
opportunity to reassess prior to the end of the 3-week grading window or the next unit test, whichever 
occurs first. (see sample) 
 
VIII. PSAT TEST- October 11, 2017 
All English I GT students are required to take the PSAT (Preliminary SAT) on this date. There will be a 
small fee for this. If students cannot pay this fee, they must come and speak with me prior to the 
registration deadline, which will be given to students in early September.  
 
IX. Academic Dishonesty Policy 
Attached to this syllabus is a copy of the Lufkin High School Academic Dishonesty Policy. Please 
review carefully before signing and having your parent/ guardian sign.  
 
X. Classroom Rules 
Please read these rules and those in the student handbook. 

• BE PROMPT 
• BE PREPARED 

o Bring proper materials to class each day (your teacher will not provide them for you). 
o Do your homework. 
o Be in your seat ready to work BEFORE the tardy bell rings. 

• BE PRODUCTIVE 
• BE POLITE 

o To classmates (No disruptive behavior) 
o To school property 
o To your teacher and other school personnel 

• BE PATIENT 
o Wait your turn. 
o Listen for directions. 
o Be respectful. 

• ALL RULES IN STUDENT HANDBOOK WILL BE OBSERVED/ENFORCED: 
o Dress code. 
o No profanity. 
o No cell phones, iPods, MP3 players or other electronic devices will be permitted unless 

designated by the teacher for instructional purposes. 
o No food or drink in the classroom. 



School Supplies: 
• Large three-ring binder (2”-3” is recommended)  
• 1 pack dividers (5 count) labeled: reading, writing, grammar, art, graded assignments 
• 1 composition notebook 
• Pens, pencils, highlighters 
• College Ruled filler paper 
• Sticky notes 
• Optional:1 Ream of copy paper 
• Optional, yet greatly appreciated in maintaining healthy students and teachers: 

o Boys: Kleenex or facial tissue  
o Girls: a bottle (any size) of hand sanitizer 

 
 

 
The decision to take this class is yours- but once you make that decision,  
you have responsibilities to everyone else in this community of learners.  

 

Emily Courtney- ecourtney@lufkinisd.org                                                                                         
LHS English Office- 936.630.4102                                                                                              

Remind:  @eng1gtlhs 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:ecourtney@lufkinisd.org


**Please return JUST THIS PAGE to me completed no later than Friday, 18 August, 2017.** 
 
As a student in this course, I have received a copy of the syllabus and the Dishonesty Policy. I 
have read and fully understand the content, procedures and expectations for English I PAP/ GT. I 
have also read and fully understand the LHS policies for Make-Up Work and Late Work. 

Student Name:  _______________________________________ 

 
Student Signature: _____________________________________    Date: __________________ 
 

As a guardian of an English I PAP/ GT student, I have received a copy of the syllabus and the 
Dishonesty Policy for this course. I have read and fully understand the content, procedures and 
expectations for English I PAP/ GT. I have also read and fully understand the LHS policies for 
Make-Up Work and Late Work. 

Parent / Guardian Name:  __________________________________ 

 

Parent/Guardian Signature: ________________________________    Date: __________________ 

 

Contact info (phone / email):  ____________________________________________________ 

 


	Student Signature: _____________________________________    Date: __________________

