
Grammar

Clauses



Independent Clause

An independent clause is a group of words 

that has a subject and a verb that expresses 

a complete thought and can stand by itself.



Dependent (Subordinate) Clause

A subordinate (dependent) clause is a group 

of words that has a subject and a verb that 

does not express a complete thought and can 

not stand by itself.



Subordinate Clause Examples: 

unless you are allergic 

whenever I see your cat

since you are coming 

These are not complete sentences. They all 

have subjects (you, I, you) and verbs (are, 

see, are coming), but since they cannot stand 

alone, they are subordinate clauses.



Adjective Clause

An adjective clause is a subordinate clause that 
acts as an adjective.

Adjective clauses are introduced by relative 
pronouns – that, which, whose, whom, and who
– sometimes the adverbs where and when 

Nonessential  clauses should be set off by 
commas



The book, which I had not read, fell on my head.

book fell 

head

I had read which 



Adverb Clause

An adverb clause is a subordinate clause that acts as an adverb 
– so it answers the questions where, when, how, why, to what 
extent, or under what conditions.

Adverb clauses are introduced by subordinating conjunctions.

Essential parts of an adverb clause may properly be omitted if 
no misunderstanding will occur.  Such a clause is called an 
elliptical clause.

Introductory adverb clauses are set off by commas.  Adverb 
clauses in the middle take two commas.  Adverb clauses at the 
end of the sentence do not require commas unless they are 
nonessential.



I read because I love stories.

I read 

I love stories



Noun Clause

A noun clause is a subordinate clause that acts as a 
noun.  It can function as a subject, direct object, 
predicate nominative, object of the preposition, or 
appositive.

Noun clauses are introduced by signal words such as 
the following:  that, whether, if, who, whom, whose, 
which, what, when, where, why, how, whoever, 
whomever, whichever, and whatever.

Sometimes the introductory word that is omitted 
when the noun clause is used as a direct object.



My wife knows I hate broccoli.

wife knows 

I hate broccoli



Sentence Structure



Simple Sentence

A simple sentence contains only one 
independent clause. 

This means that it doesn't contain more than 
one independent clause, and it certainly doesn't 
contain a subordinate clause. 

It only expresses one main idea and has only 
one subject and verb.



I drink Dr. Pepper.

I drink Dr. Pepper



Compound Sentence

A compound sentence is made up of two 
independent clauses joined together. 

Typically, they are joined by a comma and a 
coordinating conjunction, but they can also be 
joined with a semicolon.

The word compound means that something is 
made up of two or more elements. So, it makes 
sense that these sentences expresses two or 
more main ideas.



Coordinating Conjunctions

These are the most common, and there are 

only seven of them (for, and, nor, but, or, 

yet, so). Some people remember these with 

the acronym FANBOYS. They glue together 

sentence elements that are equal.



The ducks quacked, the chicks peeped, 

and the farmer smiled.

ducks quacked

chicks peeped

farmer smiled

a
n

d
 



Complex Sentence

A complex sentence is made up of a 

dependent clause and an independent 

clause. 

The dependent clause is joined to the 

independent clause with a subordinating 

conjunction. 



Emilie memorized the poem because 

she thought it was beautiful.

Emilie memorized poem 

she thought 

it was beautiful



Compound-complex Sentence

A compound-complex sentence is made up 

of two (or more) independent clauses and 

one (or more) subordinate clause. 

Just as the name implies, it is made up of a 

compound sentence and a complex sentence. 



Willy Wonka explained how chocolate is 

made, and we practiced his techniques.

Willy Wonka explained 

chocolate is made

we practiced techniques
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